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Little Dewchurch Parish Council
Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of
Little Dewchurch Parish Council held at

The Village Hall Committee Room, Little Dewchurch
on Tuesday 17th September 2019
No LDPC/AW/051

Councillors Present
         Councillor Mr. Philip Williams (Chair)
         Councillor Mr. Tom Straker

         Councillor Mrs. Jane Lisle (Vice Chair)
         Councillor Mr. Bob Mason

         Councillor Mr. Florin Tatoiu 

         Councillor Mrs. Jo Hawthorne 

   
Parish Clerk Mrs. Alison Wright  

Also Present
Ward Cllr David Summers, Lengthsman Paul Wright and one member of the public. Also present for the first part of the meeting Sgt. Ram Aston from West Mercia Police.
1.0 Apologies for Absence
         There were apologies received from Councillor Sue Daynes.  The Chair welcomed everyone to the Meeting. 
2.0    Declarations of Interest & Dispensations

2.1    Declarations of Interest





There were no declarations of interest made.

2.2    To consider any written applications for dispensation




No written applications had been received
3.0
To Receive, Approve and Sign the Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting, held on 16th July 2019, were unanimously confirmed as a true record and signed by the Chairman. 
4.0    To Receive Reports from:-

         4.1 The Ward Councillor:  Ward Councillor Summers advised that he was pursuing the issue of the parking at St David’s Rise with particular reference to the bungalows. He had the support of Cabinet and was in liaison with Herefordshire Housing, Herefordshire Council and Highways. Cllr Summers said that he was not happy with the charge of £5000.00 made by Balfour Beatty for evaluating the village road work requirements and use of the 106 funding. The village green possible purchase had been referred to the Land Agent at Herefordshire Council and she had asked for a referral to the Community Assets Team which had been submitted. 
         The Ward Cllr advised that the Hereford Transport Package, Southern Link Road and bypass plans were on pause.

         4.2 Local Police update – bulletins had been circulated when received. Sgt Ram Aston from the West Mercia Police was in attendance. He gave a presentation on Smart Water initiatives and explained how the use of the forensic technology was giving a clear message to criminals to leave property marked in this way alone, as traceability was assured. The “We don’t buy crime” idea was available for the parish to consider. The kits would be registered to households and provide the, with their unique forensic code. The cost was explained and there would be a 25% reduction on the price if the level of purchase was for the majority of households and signage would be provided once sign up levels had hit 70% of total households. There would be a community contact element benefit and assistance with the roll-out would be available. The idea would be on the next Agenda. Sgt Aston left the meeting at 8.16 pm.
4.3 Locality Steward - not present but bulletins had been received. 
5.0
Public Question Time

A resident explained that there had been a site visit from the Herefordshire Housing Customer Account Manager and a communication about parking and the garages in St David’s Rise had been sent to all residents. It really only applied to Herefordshire Housing tenants. There was a discussion about how there had been a verbal attack on someone who had parked to take a parent out. There were requirements for specific health issue access for one resident. The issues raised were noted and the Chair would make contact with the Customer Account Manager to raise the concerns. It was noted the Customer Account Manager would be revisiting the location with a surveyor to look at the area and consider suggestions.
6.0     Finance
6.1
Confirmation of Bank Balances 
   Bank balances were noted as £27496.26 (including £10000.00 to be repaid to HC that they had credited to the PC in error) in the Barclays Community Account, as at the September meeting date. Bank account total includes both Parish Council and Social Committee Fund monies. 
   The Social Fund Balance held in account £509.73. 

6.2    Receipts:   Nil
6.3    To agree Invoices for Payment

The payments were approved for payment as per the Payments Listing.              

                  From Parish Council Funds:
                  Mrs A Wright (salary paid in accordance with contract)  

                  HM Revenue & Customs (Tax due on salary)                                 £80.40

                  Longfield Services (Lengthsman, dog bins etc.)                            £342.50

                  Herefordshire Council (repay 106 double paid)                         £10000.00

                  Mr R Simpkins (grass cutting)                                                       £520.00

                  Broxap (balance of account)                                                        £1341.48

                  Mrs F White (playground inspection)                                              £58.60

                  Caledonia Play (swing)                                                                £1218.00

                  Mr R Simpkins (grass cutting)                                                         £40.00

                  Payments to be made from Social Committee Funds: 
                  Nil                                                                                                       £0.00

                                                                   Sub Total         £0.00
   It was resolved that the payments be approved, proposed by Cllr Lisle and seconded by Cllr Straker. Payments to be made were carried. 
7.0    Roads & Footpaths 

7.1  Lengthsman – The Lengthsman was present at the meeting. Works identified at the July Meeting had been completed. Work on grips and gullies plus reinstatement of signs to be carried out once hedge cutting was finished. The jetter was needed for the pipe work by the Church.
         The bus shelter near to the school was again subject to severe flooding. Church Lane, from the dog zone down to the church had huge dips in the road and was causing people to fall (Court Close).

7.2 To receive Play Area Working Group update   
It was reported that all was fine on the Playing Field. The inspection report had been reviewed and the alerts would be monitored. The new swing would be assembled and fitted in October. 
8.0
Planning   
          8.1 To consider response to Planning Applications, as notified, and then determined by Herefordshire Council
There were no new applications for comment.
9.0   Tree Warden – update and actions  

Cllr Straker updated the meeting regarding the tree planting that was coming up and he was recording cases of Ash Die Back and keeping an eye on the situation. Replacement trees could be considered but a proportion of the Ash Trees were expected to be disease resistant.
10.0   Information Sheet/Correspondence and updates 
Content of the Sheet was noted and included: 
· Review of Polling Districts, Polling Places and Polling Stations – 2019

· Invitation to the Parish Council Summit on 20 September 2019

· Hereford Transport Package and South Wye Transport Package decision

· 2020/21 Parish Precepts

· ROAD CLOSURES - AUGUST/SEPTEMBER 2019

· Armed Forces Veteran Survey
· Update regarding 106 monies
There was a discussion on options for road calming initiatives that could be purchased for installation in the village. A selection including sets of cushions, roundels and bollards were available. The exact combination of options would be confirmed in writing to the funders and contractors following confirmation by the Parish Council that as many of the options available should be purchased up to the budget ceiling, The Parish Council resolved to supplement the works up to a maximum contribution, from reserves, of £3000.00.
· Climate Emergency – update on initiatives
         Cllr Straker gave an update on initiatives. Work was being carried out with the school using the principle of the three “R”s – reduce, re-use, recycle. Up-cycling clothing and making quilts were being implemented. A “Repair Café” had experienced limited success. Lots of other initiatives were being progressed and soon road shows and further publicity would be available. Options would be advertised to areas through HALC imminently. A presentation on Zero Carbon Britain would be held in St Johns Methodist Hall in St Owens Street, Hereford on 1st October from 7.30 – 9.00 pm.  
· Village Flowers and Village Green – to receive any update
         This was ongoing. An update would be in the Village Diary and the seats had been ordered.
· St David’s Rise – parking and access issues – to receive any update/correspondence
         The parking and access situation had been discussed during the Ward Cllr’s Report and Public Question Time. A further discussion took place concerning the problems of parking and especially issues at school collection time. The Chair would be raising all issues with the Contract Manager.
· Over 60’s update
          To be updated at a future meeting

· Hedge cutting on playing field and strimming/mowing

          Issues about access with the mower were discussed. Cllr Mason would speak to contractor to arrange cutting of playing field hedge and the Lengthsman would clear any additional overgrowth.
· Grit Bins – current provision and possible new purchase

          The situation would be reviewed and revisited at the October Meeting.

· Community Social Care and help with travel
The Parish Summit, to be held on the 20th September, would be looking at items relating to this and welfare issues. The Chair would be attending and would feedback information at the October Meeting.
11.0

Matters for the Agenda of the next Meeting

         The usual items are all to be on the Agenda plus community concern and grit bins, Smart Water and update on Parish Summit. 
12.0
Confirmation of the Next Meeting Time, Date & Venue
The next Meeting of the Parish Council will be held on 15h October 2019 from 7.30pm in the Village Hall. Possible apologies, in advance, were received from Cllr Florin Tatoiu.
         The Meeting closed at 9.31 pm
        Signed……………………………………………………….…………….…………
        (Chairman)     
         Date ………….. 17th September 2019  
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